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Child protection 
agency notified of 

suspected abuse by 
mandatory or non-
mandatory reporter 

Minn. Stat. § 
626.556, subd. 3 

Police notified of 
suspected abuse by 
mandatory or non-
mandatory reporter 

Minn. Stat. § 
626.556, subd. 3 

Child protection 
agency conducts 
assessment of 

suspected abuse 
Minn. Stat. § 

626.556, subd. 10 

2.03           MINNESOTA CHILD PROTECTION PROCESS FLOWCHART: 
ASSESSMENT TO PERMANENCY 

Maltreatment determined and 
need for child protective services 

determined.              
May result in court action either 

immediately or if there is 
insufficient progress on case plan
Minn. Stat. § 626.556, subd. 10e

Maltreatment not determined, 
but need for child protective 

services is determined.        
May result in court action if 

insufficient progress on case plan 
and if agency determines child’s 

safety requires court-ordered 
compliance with case plan  

Minn. Stat. § 626.556, subd. 10e

Maltreatment determined, but 
need for child protective services 

is not determined. 
Does not result in court action 

Minn. Stat. § 626.556, subd. 10e

Maltreatment not determined and 
need for child protective services 

not determined.           
Does not result in court action 

Minn. Stat. § 626.556, subd. 10e

No court action

Court action 
determined 
necessary

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

Child remains at 
home 

RJPP 28; Minn. 
Stat. § 260C.175, 

subd. 1 

Child removed 
from home and 

placed in 
Emergency 

Protective Care 
RJPP 28; Minn. 

Stat. § 260C.175, 
subd. 1 

Emergency 
Protective Care 
(EPC) Hearing 
(must be held 

within 72 hours of 
removal) 

RJPP 30.01, subd. 1

Summons and CHIPS 
Petition served and filed
(must be at or before EPC 
Hearing or at least 3 days 

before Admit/Deny hearing, 
whichever is earlier) 

Minn. Stat. § 260C.175, 
subd. 1; 33.05 

CHIPS 
Admit/Deny 

Hearing 
RJPP 34.02, 

subds. 1(a), 2(a) 

If at the EPC hearing the 
child is ordered into out-of-

home placement, the 
Admit/Deny Hearing must 

take place within 10 days of 
EPC hearing (if it was not 
combined with the EPC 

hearing) 
RJPP 34.02, subd. 1(a) 

If the child has not 
been removed from 

home, the 
Admit/Deny Hearing 
must take place no 
sooner than 5 days 
and no later than 20 
days after service of 

petition 
RJPP 34.02, subd. 

2(a) 

 
 

Court action 
determined 
necessary 

 

Summons and CHIPS 
Petition served and 

filed               
(at least 3 days before 
Admit/Deny hearing) 

RJPP 32.02, subd 5(a) 
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Settlement discussions 

agreement reached. 
 RJPP 36.02(a) 

Statutory grounds 
proven 

RJPP 39.04; 39.05, 
subd. 1 

Statutory grounds   
not proven 

RJPP 39.04; 39.05, 
subd. 1 

Statutory 
grounds 
admitted 

RJPP 35.03 

Statutory 
grounds denied 
at Admit/Deny 

Hearing 
RJPP 35.02 

Adjudication 
Order  

(may be 
combined 

with Disposition 
Order) 

RJPP 40.01 

CHIPS 
Pretrial 

Conference 
(must start at 
least 10 days 
before Trial) 
RJPP 36.01 

CHIPS Trial
(must start within 
60 days of EPC or 

Admit/Deny  
Hearing, 

whichever is 
earlier) 

RJPP 39.02, 
subd. 1 

Settlement 
Agreement 
Reached 

RJPP 36.02(a)

Order dismissing 
CHIPS petition   
(must be issued 
within 15 days of 
conclusion of trial)

RJPP 39.05, subd. 1

Statutory grounds 
admitted at 
Admit/Deny 

Hearing 
RJPP 35.03 

CHIPS 
Admit/Deny 

Hearing 
RJPP 34.02, 

subds. 1(a), 2(a) 
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Trial will commence if no  
may occur any time. 
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